PROPOSAL 87
5 AAC 01.220. Lawful gear and gear specifications.
Allow subsistence fishing for salmon with drift gillnets in the entire Yukon River, as
follows:
Allow subsistence driftnet fishing in those areas of the Yukon River currently not allowed. All
districts allowed to subsistence driftnet. ADF&G management claims to be able to effectively
manage for the current situation where approx. 90% of the commercial and about 50% of the
subsistence king salmon are harvested using drift gillnets on a non-restricted year. If that is so it
should be reasonable to manage for a small amount of driftnet fishing more. Many fishermen on
the Yukon have long standing set net or fishwheel sites and this would probably only be used by
fishermen with poor sites or no sites and younger, new fishermen.
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Drift Gillnetting: Drift
gillnetting is a fishing method that does not need ownership of a set net eddy or fish wheel site.
Each Board of Fisheries cycle some District or sub district applies for this right basing their need
on a number of reasons mostly related to crowding and/or gas costs to travel far from home areas.
Over the years some are chosen and some are denied. Currently because of the piecemeal and
political nature of much of the allocation of this right to driftnet for so long we have arrived at a
place where the majority of it is allowed in the heaviest areas of commercial fishing (for
commercial and subsistence fishing) and in districts with the easiest ability to catch fish already,
due to an earlier crack at catching the migrating fish. Ironically, you have most of the best areas to
catch Chinook and chum having been given the right to driftnet and most of the poorest areas to
catch them being denied the right. An extreme example of this is the lower districts of the Yukon
versus the Koyukuk River drainage or the Yukon Flats district. A decent set net spot in the
Koyukuk drainage might produce say six Chinook for the entire season or even less according to
Huslia fishermen at a past YRDFA meeting. Koyukuk River fishermen and the Yukon Flats
fishermen (Ft Yukon Area) are not allowed to drift net. Presently management of our allowable
fishing gear types has no rhyme or reason to it. When one hour of fishing a season in one of these
driftnet districts can produce more and bigger fish than a non-driftnet district can get if allowed to
fish seven days a week all season then we have a situation that is totally unfair and impossible to
insure any degree of equable distribution of fish to meet subsistence needs, especially in years of
poor runs. Lastly subsistence gear use abilities should take priority over commercial. This is clearly
not taking place.
Note: At the last BOF cycle TRM AC submitted a fishing gear fairness proposal similar to this
one. We felt we had gained a fair degree of Board member support for it then. During deliberation
a sympathetic board member asked ADF&G managers if he voted for this how much of an impact
it would have on fisher’s harvest. The reply from an ADF&G manager was that there were 150+
commercial fishing permits in District 5 alone. Our AC had to sit there not being able to speak up
while the board member and others clearly felt that was way too much impact and then voted the
proposal down. All this knowing that even in the heyday of our best commercial fishing in the past
only a tiny fraction of those permits were ever fished and knowing that this was a subsistence
proposal not a commercial one. We bring this up in case this happens again.

PROPOSED BY: Tanana Rampart Manley and Fairbanks Fish and Game Advisory Committees
(EF-F18-047)
******************************************************************************

