RC12
Fred Stager
12014 Middle Bay Dr.
Kodiak AK 99615
10/01/2017
Chairman John Jensen
Alaska Board of Fisheries
Boards Support Section
POB 115526
Juneau AK 99811-5526
RE: UCIDA Agenda Change Request and
Genetic Stock Composition of Sockeye Salmon in the Kodiak
Management Area
Dear Sir:
I have been an area K seiner since 1984 and not once in all that time has a single Board
of Fish regulation been to our benefit. It feels like we are the piliata of the North Pacific for
every other user group to point a stick at and take a swing. As the regulations to our fishery
have become increasingly restrictive, I've watched participation in this fishery plummet from
360 active boats and crew to the 160 or so that are still scraping a Jiving. This destruction of the
fleet can be seen downtown where this once lively area has been nearly abandoned. The
demise of the seine fleet has taken its toll on the local support business' as well, as many
shops, canneries, restaurants and grocers have quietly gone under.
This letter is written in opposition to the UCIDA agenda change request. Once again
UCIDA has grabbed the big stick and cynically pressed the board to take up an agenda change
request out of cycle when there is no Kodiak representative serving on board. How on earth
can the concerns and and interests of Kodiak residents and stakeholders be fairly represented
without a representative?
Their request is entirely allocative in nature and frankly quite cynical, for example,
despite the complete absence of genetic sampling in the Eastside Kodiak management region,
UCIDA proposes a sockeye cap with full knowledge that the inner bay harvest of Saltery Cove
sockeye alone will exceed their 20,000 fish cap limit. Additionally, the results of this study
present no new information about the presence of Cook Inlet Sockeye in the July Kodiak mixed
stock fishery.
Kodiak fishermen have a Jong established history of a variable intercept of Cook Inlet
bound sockeye, this study sheds no new light on this fact. Rather, it reinforces what has been
known since the 80's: interception of Cook Inlet salmon in the Kodiak area shows tremendous
variability in both location and time. This long established and traditional fishery has occurred

